October Reflections
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8

Dear family,

As the leaves turn and the autumn chill fills the air, October brings a distinct rhythm to our life
together as a church. Itis a season of transition, gratitude, and a time-honored Lutheran
tradition: the commemoration of the Reformation.

On October 31%t, we remember the historic events of 1517 when Martin Luther sparked a
renewal that turned the Church back to its foundation: Grace alone, faith alone, Scripture
alone; yes, Christ alone!

Yet, the Reformation was never meant to be a static event trapped in the 16™ century. Itisa
living, breathing reality. The church is always reforming, always being called back to the cross,
and always receiving anew the unfathomable gift of God’s love that demands nothing from us
except open hearts and hands to receive it—hence, it is the gift of God.

As we move through October, it’s always pleasing to our Lord to take some time and personally
reflect, asking yourself: How is my daily walk with the Lord? Has it been like an oil change
lately? [Go to church here and there, take communion once in awhile, and I'm good till
Christmas or Easter?] Or can you look at a month, like October, and see it as a fresh season of
renewal? In fact, when the church is full on the weekends, it certainly gives a powerful
testimony to visitors and even members that this church is alive and actually living out their
faith in Christ. It’s basically the same at a ballpark or stadium, isn’t it? When the stands are
empty, it’s usually because the team stinks or is in last place. No one cares. And why go?
However, it’s not only about worship. Our announcement page is filled with numerous
activities, projects and educational programs that need members to carry them out and make
them happen. Again, when members are involved, it shows others that this church cares and
answers that question, “why go?” In reality, it’s because of Christ; yes, Christ alone!

That’s why October is also a wonderful reminder to give thanks for one another. The body of

Christ functions only because each of us shares our unique gifts, time, and prayers. Thank you
for your continued generosity and devotion to our shared mission—which is to bring Christ to
all people and to help them grow in their Christian faith, life and service.

May your October be filled with warmth, deep fellowship, and the steadfast assurance of God'’s
grace. And, of course, a little pumpkin spice this month is awesome too!

Pastor Seehafer



