Prayers of Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever.
Psalm 136:1

Psalm 136 calls believers to give thanks for many reasons, the main one being
that God's gracious love -- His forgiveness and mercy in Jesus Christ -- endures
forever. Similarly, Saint Paul admonishes us to "give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

The question that comes to mind when reading such a passage is how can we give
thanks when we are sick, lose our job or a loved one, or even find ourselves in
other sad circumstances? The answer is that God still loves us! Especially in bad
times, God draws us to Himself in a special show of love and reveals Himself as a
mighty and merciful helper. He is there when we sorely need Him, and our
problems often make us appreciate His love more.

An uplifting experience for us Christians is to begin our daily prayers with
thanksgiving -- with thanks to God for His Word, for our Savior and the Spirit-
created faith in Him, for our church, our family and friends, our health, hope,
money, home, Ford 150's (ok, had to add it), and other blessings. Not all
Christians will have the same list of blessings, but all will have a long list. Praying
with thankful hearts comes from the conviction that God is good and that His love
for us in Christ endures forever.

Therefore, with another Thanksgiving before us, let's start our prayers with
thanking our Living Lord for all the blessings received, especially the free gift of
eternal life. But even when our earthly journey is partly cloudy or the road
traveled is a tad rocky, our tongues and voices can still proclaim “thanks be to
God"—for yes, He is good, but His love for us in Christ endures forever.

Have a blessed Thanksgiving family!
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