
 

From the Principal… 

A Pumpkin Lesson 
 

There is just something about October. The crisp mornings, colorful leaves, sweaters, football games, and of 

course, PUMPKINS! Drive around town and you’ll see them everywhere: on porches, in gardens, at pumpkin 

patches, and decorating our homes. 

There’s something about a pumpkin that makes me smile. We pick them because of what they look like on the 

outside. Some are big, some are small, some are perfectly round, and some are a little lopsided. But when we 

carve one, we discover that there is a whole lot more going on inside. 

First, comes the messy part. We cut it open and scoop out all those seeds and strings. Then we carve a face 

and place a light inside. Suddenly, that ordinary pumpkin becomes something that shines. 

How often do we concentrate on what is on the outside? We worry about how we look, what we have, what 

we accomplish, and what other people think of us. We can even do that as Christians. We want everyone to 

think we have it all together. But, God doesn’t look at us that way. God looks at our hearts. He knows what is 

going on inside—the good, the bad, the worries, the struggles, the disappointments, and the things we don’t 

share with anyone else. 

And just like that pumpkin needs to be cleaned out before the light can shine, God is continually working in 

our hearts. He forgives us, teaches us, shapes us, and reminds us that we are His no matter what—that’s why 

He died and rose for us! 

Actually, some people say the most important part of the pumpkin is the light. The pumpkin doesn’t make its 

own light, though. Someone puts the light inside. The same is true for us. We aren’t called to create our own 

light. Christ is our light. Jesus tells us in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

That is something we talk about often at our school. We want our students to know that their worth doesn’t 

come from being the smartest, the fastest, the most popular, or the most talented. Their worth comes from 

being a beloved child of God.  

The world doesn’t need more perfect-looking pumpkins. It needs people who are willing to let the light of 

Christ shine through them. Are we letting Christ’s light shine through our words and actions? Are we showing 

kindness when it isn’t easy? Are we forgiving others? Are we encouraging someone who needs it? Are we 

letting God’s love be seen? This October, when you see a pumpkin glowing on someone’s porch, let it be a 

little reminder that what’s on the outside isn’t nearly as important as what’s shining from the inside. “Let you 

light shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

–Mathew 5:16 

Have a blessed and pumpkin-filled October! 

Mrs. Seehafer 

October 2026 



 

 

 

Upcoming events 

October 4 5th-8th Sing in Church 

9:00 am 

October 5 School Pictures 

October 7 Board of Education 

5:30 pm 

October 10 Fall Harvest Fest 

 10:30-12:30 

October 23 Grandparents’ Day 

October 30 End of 1st Quarter 

 Early Release-12:10  

 

Happy Birthday to 

October 4 Mrs. Rupnow 

October 11 Callie Gonzalez 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran School - Mission Statement 

The mission of St. Stephen Lutheran School is to prepare our students to be disciples of Christ  

through academic excellence with a firm foundation in God’s Word. 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School - Vision Statement 

It is our vision at St. Stephen Lutheran School to be the model in Christian education for delivering academic excellence, 

faith-based education, and enhanced student achievement. 

Grandparents Day 

Celebration 

We are excited to celebrate Grandparents Day on 

Friday, October 23! This special day gives our 

students the opportunity to spend meaningful time 

with their grandparents and enjoy a memorable 

day together at school. 

Invitations will be sent home with your child 

shortly. If your child’s grandparent(s) plan to join us 

for lunch, please remind them to reserve their 

spot no later than Friday, October 16. This will 

help us ensure that we have the appropriate 

amount of food ordered and prepared for 

everyone. 

The cost of lunch is $5.50 per guest. Payment may 

be deducted from your Family Hot Lunch account 

upon request. Check or cash payments are also 

welcome. 

The day will begin with a 9:30 a.m. Chapel service 

in the gym and will conclude at approximately 

2:00 p.m., at which time children will be dismissed. 

If you need childcare following dismissal, please 

contact St. Stephen’s Child Care at 485-0465. 

We look forward to welcoming our grandparents 

and celebrating this special day with our students 

and their families! 

 


